Minnesota State High School Baseball Coaches Association Presents

The 2011 Gopher Classic Junior Showcase

The Minnesota State High School Baseball Coaches Association will be conducting their fifth Gopher Classic Junior Showcase for the top junior baseball players in Minnesota.  

The date will be Thursday, July 7th and held at the Minnetonka High School all-turf baseball field.  The purpose of the event is to allow the top seniors-to-be baseball players in the state to showcase their baseball abilities to college coaches and professional scouts.  

No games will be played.  All players will be timed in the 60 yard dash.  Catchers will be timed on their throws to second.  Outfielders will show their arm strength with throws from right field to third base and home plate.  First basemen will field ground balls at first and show their arm strength on throws to third base.  Shortstops, second basemen and third basemen will field ground balls at their position and show their fielding ability and arm strength with a variety of throws to first base.  They will also turn a couple of double plays.  Pitchers will throw 12 pitches off the mound, showing their fastball, breaking ball and change up.   All players will take batting practice.  Players will be work out at just one position.

Coaches are asked to nominate their seniors-to-be (2012 graduates) whom they feel have the potential to play college baseball. Coaches are asked to have their nominations sent to Tink Larson by May 1.  Information and a nomination form will be sent by email in early April.  The nomination form is also on the Baseball Coaches website at mshsbca.org.  Coaches are asked to please nominate only those players they feel have to ability to play college baseball at some level and we ask that you nominate them, and rank them, in the order of their collegiate baseball potential.  If you don’t receive the nomination form by email from Tink Larson please contact him at tlarson@hickorytech.net or at 507-838-5645.

After the nomination process closes on May 1, the selection committee will consult with high school coaches from around the state, college coaches, and professional scouts in attempting to select the top players to be invited to the showcase.

Once a player has been selected, he will be sent an acceptance form and a player information form to be signed and returned to Tink Larson, along with a check for $50 made out to the MSHSBCA.  If the forms and check are not returned by June 1, that player may not be included in the showcase and another player may be invited.  Any money made on this event goes directly to the Minnesota State High School Baseball Coaches Association.  No individuals will share in any profits made on this event.

The showcase is being held the day before the start of the prestigious Gopher Classic Baseball Tournament that annually draws some of the top American Legion teams in Minnesota and across the nation and is well attended by college coaches and professional scouts.  Many of these coaches and scouts will arrive a day early to attend the showcase to get a good look at the top 2012 Minnesota graduates.  Last year there were 75 college coaches and pro scouts in attendance at the Showcase.

