Our fourth Junior Showcase went quite well.

We will be having it again next year on Thursday, July 7, 2011, the day before the prestigious Gopher Classic Legion Tournament begins.

Again, we will hold it at Paul Twenge’s beautiful Minnetonka High School Field with the all-turf field and nice grandstand.  

Most everyone should receive information by email about the Showcase.

If you don’t, it might be because your email address is not listed in the MSHSL Directory and I would ask that you give me your email address today and I will add you to the list.

We had over 140 players in attendance in 2010.  We had over 300 nominations, up about 100 from last year, and this number will get larger as word spreads that this is a good showcase to attend.

There were 75 college coaches of all levels, junior college through DI, and pro scouts in attendance.  It’s a good place to be seen and I know that a number of players get recruited as a result of this showcase.

Obviously, not all nominations can participate.  We couldn’t handle it efficiently in one day and we do want to be done by 4:00 so that Legion players within reasonable driving distance can make it back for their Legion games that night.

We want you to be diligent in nominating only those players you honestly feel can play college baseball at some level.  Please don’t nominate them just because they are a nice kid or they, or their parents, want them to attend.  Each year we have some players nominated, and invited, that are somewhat limited in their college potential.

We won’t tell the parents that you didn’t nominate them.  

We want to be able to take players from all over the state and not just the supposedly DI or DII players.  We have junior college, NAIA and DIII coaches in attendance and they want to be able to see players that they can recruit, also.

Since we have to select the participants without having seen them, some good ones are going to be left out.  Sorry about that.  

We try to check with people we know and college coaches and pro scouts for some input, also.

Obviously, and not to offend anyone, and I understand because I went to a small school, and I coach at a medium size school, but some of the state’s powerful programs could have a lot of their juniors be selected that would be better than the one kid from Waseca or Kasson-Mantorville that might be nominated.

We can’t take 10 from Eden Prairie and 10 from Cretin and 10 from Chaska and none from the outstate smaller schools.

So next May when we send out the forms via email, please nominate those that you feel can honestly play college baseball and then we’ll do our best to get as good a cross-section of players from the state as possible with the realization that there will be some very good players not invited.

For that, we apologize, but we just can’t take everyone.  



Thank you.


Tink Larson

